mere opinions, the difficult subjects under discussion would admit of being summarily dismissed in one While, on the one hand, the supposed multiplicity of causes from which contagious fever might originate, has tended to prevent the disease from being looked on as of a specific nature, the fact, on the other hand, of typhoid symptoms being, under particular circumstances, common to it with many other disorders, has still farther countenanced the idea of its being devoid of a specific character. There seems also in the minds of some to be a vague notion of the peculiarity of typhus fever, at the same time that it is conceived to be, in certain circumstances, a mere aggravation of other forms of disease. '4 Typhus fever," says a recent writer, " is not only an endemic disease sui generis, but so strong is the predisposition to that form of pyrexia that jt is prone to become an aggravation and superaddition to other forms of fever; and all the remittent types and degrees, as well as the catarrhal and peripneumonic fevers, are apt, either when long continued or improperly treated under a heating re-gimen, to glide into it." We apprehend that a good deal of the confusion which exists among us on the subject of fever depends on the importance which has been attached to the typhoid state. Nor will this confusion subside until medical men shall learn to consider the typhoid state as merely a group of symptoms which, while it is often ingrafted on common contagious fever as it sometimes is on smallpox, remittent fever, &c., yet is no more an essential part of such contagious fever than of those other diseases. It is surely unnecessary for us to prove that the fever with which the population of this country is so often and so extensively affected, has peculiarities which do not admit of its being confounded with every disorder which may assume a typhoid appearance. Viewed in the mass, and not in single cases and exceptions, it has a definite progress and succession of symptoms, has particular periods of increase and decline, and possesses unequivocally the property of diffusing itself by con- tagion. When the fevers which have been ascribed to divers malarial substances, and which may have exhibited the typhoid state,' shall be found to possess all these peculiarities of the common contagious fever, we shall admit their identity with it; but another question will then remain to be discussed?Have these fevers originated from the causes to which they have been referred ? It is generally admitted that the contagious fever of this country may be and often is generated anew. At the same time there are some who hold with Dr. Bancroft, that this fever is never produced but by the specific contagion, which they presume never to be extinguished; but which having been " the original work of our common Creator, must have been continued in existence by the energies of a living principle, exerted successively in the different bodies through which it has been transmitted from one generation to another." (Bancroft, p. 109.) To reconcile this doctrine with experience the contagion of malignant fevers has been shut up for years, according to some " in holes, and chests, and caves," and has even made its hiding-place in spiders' webs.
As much of the matter in the works before us has been accumulated on the supposition that the continued fever of this country is capable of being generated de novo, we shall assume, for the present, the common opinion to be true. Nor does it appear that there need be much hesitation in making the assumption, since it is so much in accordance with the convictions of many practical men of acute discernment. Dr A large portion of Dr. Smith's Report is occupied by details of the disgraceful condition of many parts of the Bethnal Green and Whitechapel districts, in respect to filth and defective sewerage; and it would appear that they richly merit his assertion that " it is not possible for any language to convey an adequate conception of the poisonous condition in which large portions of both these districts always remain, winter and summer, in dry and in rainy seasons, from the masses of putrefying matter which are allowed to accumulate." (p. 34.) That this "poisonous condition" is the source of the fever which frequently prevails to a considerable extent in these unions is the doctrine which is maintained throughout, because " from the constant prevalence of fever in these and other districts, it could not be doubted that the poison of fever is constantly generated in these places;" and from the local causes ?the depositories of filth, which are described in ample detail. We need not adduce his evidences of the neglected and filthy state of the districts which he has selected for description ; they form but a more highly-coloured picture of the same kind as those which we have already noticed. In the following quotation, however, there are some things worthy of a moment's consideration.
"There is evidence, derived from the history of these very localities, that the formation of a common sewer, the filling up of a ditch, the removal of stagnant water, and the drainage of houses, have rendered a district healthy, from which, before such measures were adopted, fever was never absent. This is strikingly exemplified in the present healthfulness of the upper part of the Hackney road, in which an excellent common sewer has been recently made, the neighbourhood of which is now well drained. In this part of the district no case of fever is known to have occurred during the present epidemic (1838), although formerly the houses, even in the principal thoroughfare, and more especially the streets, lanes, courts, and alleys adjacent, were the constant seats of fever. A still more striking illustration of this fact is afforded by the altered condition as to the health of the lower part of High street, Aldgate, in the jurisdiction of the city of London. The south side of this street is occupied by butchers, and the slaughter-houses are behind the street. Formerly this place was in an exceedingly filthv condition; at that time fever of a typhoid character was occasionally prevalent in all this neighbourhood. About three years ago a common sewer was made by the corporation of London in this street, into which, after incredible trouble, the commissioners succeeded in inducing the butchers to open drains from the slaughter-houses and the dwellings around. Even now the blood and filth from the slaughter-bouses lie sufficiently long on the surface to produce an offensive odour; but on account of the excellence of the drainage, the same particles of matter do not lie sufficiently long to putrefy. Fever has been comparatively absent from this neighbourhood ever since the opening of these drains. Dwellings thickly crowded with inhabitants, stand all around the slaughter-houses, yet here, where the materials for the production of the worst forms of fever are most abundant, scarcely a case has occurred even during the present epidemic. On the other hand, in the passages, courts, and alleys, on the very opposite side of the street, from the houses of which there are no drains into'the common sewer, fever of a fatal character has been exceedingly prevalent.
I have myself very recently attended several families in these courts labouring under the worst forms of spotted fever ; but I have neither seen nor heard of a case on the opposite (the south) side of the street; whereas there is hardly any part of Bethnal-green or Whitechapel in which fever has been more prevalent or fatal than in the streets, courts, and alleys which go off from High street, Whitechapel, continuous with High street, Aldgate, to which the beforementioned sewer does not extend. In the streets, courts, and alleys just adverted to, which branch off from the main street of Whitechapel, there is either no drainage at all, or what there is is superficial and exceedingly imperfect." (p. 35.) Without adverting to the proofs which exist of the incapacity of such effluvia, as are here specially referred to, to originate contagious fever, we take the passage simply on its own terms as professing to detail the experimentum cruris in respect to the agency of malaria. We object, first, to the insufficiency of the facts. Every one who has attended much to the local histories of fever is familiar with the circumstance that in the same town the disease is very liable to shift its seat, not only during the persistence of one epidemic but in successive epidemics, so that the region specially affected by one of them may enjoy even a total exemption from its successor, though no 123-4.) Into this central establishment for the slaughter of horses, it is calculated that 12,775 of these animals are annually brought. In the " chantiers d'equarrissage," the bodies of these animals undergo a multiplicity of operations; the hair, the hides, the flesh, the bones, the entrails, all are more or less the subjects of labour and the sources of effluvia.
"Let one figure to himself what may be produced by the decomposition of heaps of flesh and entrails abandoned, for weeks and months, in the open air and to the heat of the sun, to spontaneous putrefaction ; let him add, in thought, the nature of the gases which can arise from the heaps of carcasses which remain covered with much of the soft parts; let him further add the emanations furnished by a soil, which for years has been drenched with the blood and fluids of animals; those which emanate from this blood itself which, in both of the yards, lies on the pavement without being able to escape; those, in fine, of the kennels of the gutspinner3 and dryers in the neighbourhood ; let one multiply as much as he pleases the degrees of stench, by comparing it to that which every one of us has been enabled to perceive on passing near the bodies of animals in decomposition, which it was necessary to encounter, and but a feeble idea shall be formed of the truly repulsive odour which emanates from this sink, the most offensive that it is possible to imagine!" (torn. (p. 4.) To this are annexed extracts from several works descriptive of the unparalleled wretchedness of the lower Irish in their native country, where fever is notoriously in wide-spread and ceaseless operation. [Jan.
"That there has been a still more rapid increase of destitution, and that similar ' scenes of wholesale human degradation and misery' exist to a still greater extent in Glasgow, is sufficiently shown, First. By a few of the facts recorded by the committee appointed there last year to enquire into the cause of the increased assessment: ' The aid to casual poor exhibits more than a threefold increase between 1829 and 1837,' and 'the expenditure for coffins for paupers and their children is nearly four times as great now as 1829-30.' Secondly. The same is shown by some sentences recording observations made by one of the assistant-commissioners on the handloom enquiry: 'The wynds in Glasgow comprise a fluctuating population of from 15,000 to 30,000 persons. This quarter consists of a labyrinth of lanes, out of which numberless entrances lead into small square courts, each with a dunghill reeking in the centre. Revolting as was the outward appearance of these places, I was little prepared for the filth and destitution within. In some of these lodging-rooms (visited at night) we found a whole lair of human beings littered along the floor, sometimes fifteen and twenty, some clothed and some naked; men, women, and children huddled promiscuously together. Their bed consisted of a layer of musty straw intermixed with rags." (p. 70 In respect to Scotland generally, the following account, quoted by Dr. Alison, is stated to be a true picture:
" The female field-labourers, (very numerous here as in every town in Scotland,) when employed, earn only eightpence a day, and are unable to provide anything for the future. Accordingly ceasing to be fit for work about the age of fifty, they inevitably become destitute, and depend for the remainder of their lives on the charity of their neighbours or parochial allowance. The number of such poor women in almost every town in Scotland is distressing to think upon. Though unfit for active exertions, they have a tenacity of life which usually carries them through many years of extreme penury. Habitual piety gives them resignation, sometimes even cheerfulness; but this ought not to blind any enlightened or humane enquirer to the real nature of their situation. The fact is, they live in a condition to which that of most domestic animals is a luxury. The parish rarely offers to such persons more than a shilling a week. Individuals occasionally give them some scraps, but this succour is very trifling. Their mode of life is often altogether a mystery, nothing like the usually understood means of maintaining life being found within their reach." (p. 19.) Against the lowest depths of destitution there is no security afforded to the wretched poor of Scotland, as 
